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PEAT PRODUCERS IN THE UNITED STATES THAT REPORTED PRODUCTION IN 1957 L/ 


by 


Eugene T. Sheridan 2/and Maxine M. Otero 3/ 


SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 


The 24th annual survey of the peat industry by the Bureau of Mines, United 
States Department of the Interior, revealed that 76 producers in 20 States re- 
ported commercial production of peat in 1957. In addition to the States that 
reported production in 1956, Colorado, Idaho, and Wisconsin produced peat in 
1957 


Forty-four producers reported humus production; 21, reed-sedge peat; and 
22, moss peat production. This total exceeds the number of active plants but 
several producers recovered more than one type of peat. Fifty percent of the 
total production was reported as reed-sedge peat, 36 percent as humus, and 14 
percent as moss peat. About one-sixth of the total production was raw peat, 
with no preparation other than being air-dried. The remainder consisted of proc- 
essed peat prepared for use by cultivation, shredding, and/or kiln drying. 


Sixty-one producers sold peat only in bulk, 3 only in packages, and le both 
in bulk and in packages. All sales in Washington and Florida, the second and 
third leading producers, were in bulk, while all sales in Maine were packaged. 


The demand for peat in the United States has increased greatly since World 
War II and consumption in 1957 was more than two and one-half times greater 
than for 1947-49. Peat is used chiefly for soil improvement in the United States 
and increased demand was caused primarily by expanding markets in agriculture 
and horticulture. All peat producers in the United States employ some mechan- 
ical equipment, but the degree of mechanization at different operations varies 
extensively. Virtually all peat is excavated by machinery and only one pro- 
ducer reported excavating by hand. Draglines are used widely for excavating 
peat and, in 1957, were employed by 40 of the 73 producers who reported on 
their equipment. Thirteen producers used power shovels, 10 employed cranes 
with clamshell buckets, and 3 used dredges. Forty-nine operations used the 
front-end loader and 25 used bulldozers, chiefly for moving peat but in a few 
instances for excavating. Other miscellaneous excavating and loading equip- 
ment included trucks, bucket loaders, conveyors, wagons, narrow-gage rail cars, 
tractors, scraper loaders, back hoes, and cargo barges. Processing equipment 
consisted of various types of shredders, hammermills, grinders, pulverizers, 
shaker screens, driers and sterilizers, hydraulic presses, and baling machines. 


1) Work on manuscript completed June 1958. 

2/ Commodity industry analyst, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal Economics 
and Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 

3/ Supervisory statistical assistant, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal 
Economics and Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 
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According to field investigations conducted by the Federal Geological 
Survey in 1909 and 1922, peat lands in the United States contain an estimated 
13.8 billion tons of air-dried peat. These reserves are still almost wholly 
intact for, since 1922, less than 1 percent of the total has been recovered. 
Peat occurs in 30 States but about two-thirds of the total is in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin. Minnesota, with 6.8 billion tons, has the largest reserves and 
Wisconsin follows with 2.5 billion. Florida and Michigan have extensive re- 
serves and peat can be found in all New England States. Rather large deposits 
of peat also occur in States bordering the Atlantic Ocean, in California, and 
in Washington, and some peat occurs in the Gulf Coast States. 
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TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1957 


Location of bog 


Name and address 
of producer 
CALIFORNIA 
Delta Dredging Coe ceevcccccccece 
Route 1 - Box 894 
Santa Clara, Calif. 
R. W. McClellan & Sons weccccees 
151 Commercial Way 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Modoc Peat MOBS CO™e ecccceccvees 
604 Mission St. 
San Francisco 5, Calif. 
Peat Sales Co. ceccccccccccccces 
2807 Pinkerton Pl. 
Riverside, Calif. 
Vita-Peat, Ince cccccccccccceses 
P. 0. Box 255 
Bethel Island, Calif. 
COLORADO 
Alpen Meadows, Inc. ceecccccecccee 
P. 0. Box 1074 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Rudolph Peat Bog ecccccccccccccs 
Black Hawk, Colo. 
CONNEC TICUL 
Bonair Peat Co. ceevccccccccccces 
76 Walnut St. 
Manchester, Conn. 


Je Werden Clark Pe ee ere ee ae eal | 


472 Main St. 
Old Saybrook, Conn. 

Woodrow Clifford eeccccccccccece 
329 Woodland St. 
Manchester, Conn. 

FLORIDA 

Agricultural Organics Corp. 
P. O. Box 377 
Seffner, Fla. 

Daetwyler Peat Mine cecccccccces 
Route 7 - Box 535 
Orlando, Fla. 

Glen Saint Mary Nurseries Co. .. 
Glen Saint Mary, Fla. 

Jack O. Holmes, Inc. cescecoeces 
P. 0. Box 417 
Tampa 1, Fla. 

Raymond Johnson csecsoccccccccvces 
275 Park Ave. 


Apopka, Fla. 
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Count 


Contra Costa 


Orange 


Modoc 


Orange 


Contra Costa 


Teller 


Gilpin 


Tolland 


Middlesex 


Hartford 


Hillsborough 


Orange 


Putnam 


Hillsborough 


Orange 


Nearest town 


Brentwood 


Huntington Beach 


Likely 


Huntington Beach 


Bethal Island 


Gillette 


Black Hawk 


Ellington 


Old Saybrook 


Manchester 


Seffner 


Orlando 


Florahome 


Tampa 


Zellwood 


Kind of peat 


Reed-sedge. 


Humus. 


MOSS. 


Humus. 


Reed-sedge - 


MOSS. 


Humus . 


Reed-sedge 
and humus. 


Reed-sedge. 


Humus. 


Do. 


Do. 


TABLE 1. = Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 19 


Location of bog 


Name and address 
of producer 
FLORIDA (Con. 
Latham Farm ccccccccccccccsccncs 
P. 0. Box 165 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Mulford-Hickerson Peat Humus 
COTP+ sccccesscvcsevccesevosesse 
P. O. Box 1147 
Apopka, Fla. 
Palatka Peat Hummus Co. cecccccce 
P. O. Box 4ok 
Palatka, Fla. 
Southern States Nurseries .ececee 
Macclenny, Fla. 
GEORGIA 
Atlantic Peat Co. ceecccccvcccces 
Route 2 = Box 12 
Sylvania, Ga. 
Georgia Peat MosSS COs. eooccseces 
Route 2 
Lake Park, Ga. 
Okefenokee Peat Moss COo eoccces 
P. 0. Box 836 
Waycross, Ga. 
IDAHO 
Idaho Peat, InCe eecccccecccccee 
P. O. Box 1430 
Pocatello, Idaho 
ILLINOIS 
Batavia Soil Builders ..scceceee 
207 South Prairie St. 
Batavia, Dll. 
Henry FrenZer cecccvcccccscceces 
3425 Techny Rd. 
Northbrook, D1. 
Millburn Peat Coe ceecccccccccces 
111 North Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 2, Ill. 
Marvin Walker Peat Cow seccccses 
Route 2 = Box 3A 
Lake Villa, Dl. 
INDIANA 
Ballards Peat MoSS sececceccccece 
Route 1 
Warren, Ind. 
Fox Prairie Products, Inc. eee. 
3760 North Illinois St. 
Indianapolis 8, Ind. 
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Count 


Palm Beach 


Orange 


Putnam 


do. 


Sereven 


Lowndes 


Charlton 
and Ware 


Bannock 


Kane 


Cook 


Lake 


do. 


Wells 


Hamilton 


Nearest town 


West Palm Beach 


Apopka 


Florahome 


do. 


Sylvania 


Twin Lakes 


Waycross 


Downey 


Batavia 


Itaska 


Lake Villa 


do. 


Warren 


Noblesville 


Kind of 


peat 


Humus . 


Do. 


Reed-sedge. 


Humus. 


Moss and 


humus. 


Moss. 


Do. 


Do. 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 19 


Name and address 
of producer 

INDIANA (Con. 

Glacier Peat MOSS CO ccccocscvcs 
Route 1 
Jonesboro, Ind. 

Hartford Peat & Gravel Coe cece 
Route 1 
Hartford City, Ind. 

Humus Peat Moss Cow cocccccveccces 
Route 1 
Corunna, Ind. 

Charles Measel Peat Cow ceccceece 
Route 6 
Logansport, Ind. 

Milburn Peat Co. cecccecccccccece 
111 North Wabash Ave. 

Chicago 2, Ill. 

Peat Moss Indianapolis, Inc. ... 
1981 East 56th St. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

IOWA 

Colby Pioneer Peat Cow ceoccccens 
P. O. Box 115 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

Eli Colby Con cescccccccccccccecs 
P. O. Box 12 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

MAINE 

Maine Peat MosB, InC. cccececces 
Jonesport, Maine 

Penobscot Peat Co. ceocccccccccee 
P. 0. Box 209 
Bar Harbor, Maine 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Massachusetts Peat Humus Co. ... 
84 Beacon St. 

Lawrence, Mass. 

MICHIGAN 

Kenneth J. AndersSon cecccseccsccce 
2562 Graham Rd. 

Imlay City, Mich. 

Cravens Peat Farm eeoccccccvcces 
Route 5 - Box 132e 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Great Lakes Peat MOSS .ecccccvecee 
51 West Miller St. 

Sandusky, Mich. 
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Location of bog 


Count 


Grant 


Blackford 


DeKalb 


Cass 


Benton 


Marion 


Worth 


Winnebago 


Washington 


Hancock 


Essex 


Lapeer 


Kalamazoo 


Sanilac 


Nearest town 


Jonesboro 


Hartford City 


Corunna 


Jefferson 


Otterbein 


Indianapolis 


Hanlontown 


Lake Mills 


Jonesport 


Penobscot 


Lawrence 


Imlay City 


Kalamazoo 


Sandusky 


Kind of peat 


Moss. 
Reed-sedge. 
Moss and 
humus. 
Reed-sedge. 
Moss and 


humus. 


Humus - 


Reed-sedge 
and humus. 


Moss and 


humus. 


Moss. 


Do. 


Humus - 


Reed-sedge. 


Do. 


Moss. 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 19 


Name and address 
of producer 
MICHIGAN (Con. 
Green Thumb Peat Humus Coe ecccee 
Sandusky, Mich. 
Michigan Peat, InCe seecccccvecce 
67 West 4th St. 
New York 36, N. Y. 
MINNESOTA 
Colby Pioneer Peat Co. ceecovcceae 
P. O. Box 115 


Perkins Peat Bog ecscccscccccccece 
Center Barnstead, N. H. 

NEW_JERSEY 

Hyper-Humus Coe cesecccccccvccce 
Lafayette Rd. 
Newton, N. d. 

Netcong Natural Products Co~ eee 
Netcong, N. Jd. 

NEW_YORK 

Finger Lakes Peat Moss Coe cceoce 
P. O. Box 86 
Waterloo, N. YX. 

OHIO 

H. W. Codding & SonsS ceececccccce 
4853 Medina Rd. 
Copley 21, Ohio 

Green Oaks Peat MosS Coe cecccocs 
Route 4 - Box 422 
Ravenna, Ohio 

The Humus Coe coccccsccccccccces 
P. 0. Box 246 
Carey, Ohio 

Joseph A. Kalow ceocveccccccvcces 
2075 Brady Lake Rd. 
Ravenna, Ohio 

Lantz Peat MoSS CO. ecoevccccvces 
4840 Fulton Rd. 
Canton 8, Ohio 

Foster Reynolds cescccccccccccces 
Route 1 
Shelby, Ohio 

Sanders Peat Moss Cow cecceccces 
3800 Wise Rd., NW. 
Canton 9, Ohio 
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Count 


St. Clair 


do. 


Aitkin 


Belknap 


Sussex 


do. 


Seneca 


Summit 


Portage 


Wyandot 


Portage 


Stark 


Richland 


Stark 


location of bog 
Nearest town 


Capac 


do. 


Wawina 


Barnstead 


Andover 


Stanhope 


Junius 


Copley 


Ravenna 


Carey 


Ravenna 


Canton 


Shelby 


Canton 


Reed-sedge. 


Do. 


Moss. 


Reed-sedge . 


Do. 


Moss. 


Reed-sedge. 
Moss and 
humus. 


Hummus . 


Do. 


Reed-sedge . 


Humus . 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
D roduction in 19 57 (Con. ) 


location of bog 


Name and address 
of producer 

OHIO (Con. 

Leo He Bwank ccocccccccsecccaves 
P. O. Box 93 
Bellville, Ohio 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Blue Ridge Soil Pep Cow ceccacee 
White Haven, Pa. 

D. M. Boyd Seeevoeveeeevseeeneeeennees 
555 West Neshannock Ave. 

New Wilmington, Pa. 

Corry Peat Products Coe cecceccee 
515 West Columbus Ave. 

Corry, Pa. 

Moores Peat Hummus Co. cccccccces 
Route 1 
New Wilmington, Pa. 

Pennsylvania Peat Moss, Inc. ... 
Clst & Laurel Sts. 

Hazleton, Pa. 

WASHINGTON 

Argus Super Humus ecccccsccceces 
15045 First Ave., NE. 

Seattle 55, Wash. 

Arrow Lake Humus Co. ccccceccoes 
19661 First Ave., South 
Seattle 88, Wash. 

Bassetts Gro-Earth cecccccccccves 
17050 Brookside Blvd. 

Seattle 55, Wash. 

Bow Lake Humus Co. cecoccccevccces 
18118 Pacific Highway, South 
Seattle 88, Wash. 

Re Se Hord eccccccvccvccccececes 
Route 3 - Box 722 
Auburn, Wash. 

Thomas A. McKay seccseccccccccce 
Route 2 - Box 936 
Puyallup, Wash. 

Plant Food Coe cevcccccccccccces 
2303 North 175th St. 

Seattle 33, Wash. 

Rhod-A-Zalea GardenS .cccccccoee 
Route 3 
Snohomish, Wash. 

Seola Humus COe ccocccscccccccnes 
7335 34th St., SW. 

Seattle 66, Wash. 


Google 


Count 


Richland 


Luzerne 


Lawrence 


Erie 


Lawrence 


Luzerne 


Snohomish 


King 


Snohomish 


King 


do. 


Pierce 


King 


Snohomi sh 


King 


Nearest town 


Shiloh 


White Haven 


New Wilmington 


Corry 


New Wilmington 


White Haven 


Lynwood 


Seattle 


Kenmore 


Seattle 


Auburn 


Puyallup 


seattle 


Snohomish 


Seattle 


Kind of peat 


Moss. 


Humus. 


Do. 


Reed-sedge 


and humus. 


Hummus. 


Reed-sedge. 


Humus. 


Do. 


Reed-sedge - 


Moss and 


reed-sedge. 


Hummus .- 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
D ro oduction in 19 57 (Con. ) 


Name and address Location of bog 
of producer Nearest town ind of pea 
WASHINGTON (Con. 
Sharps Peat Soil Bog eccscccccce 
Route 11 - Box 652 
Olympia, Wash. 
Teel. BrOtGhers .s%s6s:0.6:6:6 66 «6.0 se ele 
Route 2 - Box 89hB 
Bremerton, Wash. 
Weavers Products ccccsccccccccece 
165th & Meridian Ave. 
Seattle, Wash. 
WISCONSIN 
Blondey & Blondey cceccccvcccces Hortonville 
P. O. Box 85 
New London, Wis. 


TABLE 2. - Known original reserves of peat in the United States, 
estimated on an air-dried basis, by regions 


and States, in thousand net tons Y 


Region and State Reserves 
Northern region: Atlantic Coast region: 
Minnesota, ecccccscccccece Virginia and North 


Wisconsin e@eeeooeonee00@e2e006880 Carolina @e0e28808080606086 [700 , 000 
Michi gan @eeeeseovueene20e20000080 Florida @#e0e0080080006000806080 2,000, 000 
Lowa @es@eee20200080806080086886886080 Other States Ol wcccccce 2,000 


TILInNOLB ecccccccccsesece 
Indiana @eeeeseoaoda10cdcedeeed oe 8 @ 
Oh1i0 cccccvecsccscscccccves 
Pennsylvania sscececcoene 
New York cccocscccccccece 
New Jersey eoecececoceccccoe 
Maine @eeoeeevse0e0e80800800806080608080080 
New Hampshire .eccccccces 
Vermont cesoceccccvccccccccs 
Massachusetts ccccccccecce 
Comnecticut ceeccccccccncs 
Rhode Island ecoscsccccces 


Total @eeoaeeeees0e0080020808808080 Total all regions eee 13,827,000 


lj Averitt, Paul, Berryhill, L. R., and Taylor, D. A., Coal Resources of the 
United States (Progress Report): Geol. Survey Circ. 293, 1953, p. 38. 

2/ Includes Delaware, Maryland, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

3/ Exclusive of Florida. 


Total @eeeaenevu@eaen02020000860 


Other regions: 
Gulf Coast 3/ wcccccccee 
California eescccscccces 

Oregon and Washington . 


Total @eeeeoseoenue0ee20e2080080 
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